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INS demands int1 student registration
Adam D, Krauss
Journal Staff

A new internet-based tracking
device, called the Student and
Exchange Visitor Information
System, was put into place by
Immigration and Naturalization
Services to keep tabs on all inter
national students studying at
American universities.
Since Jan. 13 Suffolk has been
authorized to use the program, and
the school has the next seven
months to make sure up-to-date
information for each of the 787

international undergraduate stu
dents at both schools at Suffolk is
logged into the system.
There are 4,300 schools in
America that are using the data
base, according to Daphne
Durham, director of immigration
services at Suffolk.
“It’s not a hard system, but it
doesn’t run very well because it’s
web-based,” she said.
Schools that are not yet signed
onto the tracking system have until
Feb. 15 to reverse their status and
sign onboard. The deadline was set
back after the original date of Jan.

“Not everyone is in
the system.”
Daphne Durham
Director of Immigration Services

30 appeared to be too soon for
some schools considering the tech
nological delays.
However, that was not the case
at Suffolk.
After Suffolk applied for
SEVIS in November of 2002,
inspectors from the Immigration

and Naturalization Services came
to Suffolk a month later to con
firm, as Durham put it, that
Suffolk “has services to assist stu
dents with immigration” matters a critical element needed before
authorizing the imiversity to use
the system.
Durham said inspectors “made
sure we were legitimate.” Various
buildings on campus, including
the dormitories, were inspected
and some campus office filing
cabinets were surveyed to check
that they were in order. The
inspectors wanted to make “sure

we have a filing system to keep
data in international students,”
Durham said.
“Because we had been doing
(things) successfully, (INS) gave
the authorization to approve
SEVIS in January of 2003,”
Durham said. “Suffolk has defi
nitely made sure we honor all fed
eral government requirements.”
Though Durham agreed it was
the school’s responsibility, not the
students, to make sure the neces
sary information is available to the
government through the tracking

see INS page 3

Law students want to keep undergrade out
Karolina Stefanski
Journal Staff

A significant number of Suffolk
University law students feel that
undergraduates are over utilizing
their facilities.
In a survey conducted by the
Student Bar Association last
semester, 60 percent of respon
ders, who represent 45 percent of
the law school student body, sup
ported the undergraduate students
to be “barred from utilizing the
law school facility.”
“I hate to kick people out,” said
Dana lannacone, a second-year
law student and editor in chief of
the law student newspaper. Dicta.
“I wish undergraduates would not
come.” lannacone said undergrad
uates should be prohibited from
utilizing the law school’s cafeteria,
library and computer labs. “When
undergraduates come, they are tak
ing space away from law stu
dents,” she said.
Rob Stuart, president of the
Student Bar Association, said stu
dents about undergraduates using
the law school’s cafeteria at rush
hours. “Many students are very
busy and the influx of undergrad

students during peak meal hours
causes students to be late for
class,” Stuart said.
lannacone said the law school
cafeteria does not have enough
dining space for both law and
undergraduate students. lannacone
said undergraduates create long
lines, preventing law students
from getting a fast meal.
According to the current issue
of Dicta, law student John H.
Lacey said although undergradu
ates are members of Suffolk
University and have a right to use
law school facilities, he does not
support their access to the Sargent
Hall. “As a law student, try to use
one of their dining halls... and
you’ll get a ‘forget about it.’ I
believe in the goose-gander thing,
so goodbye undergrads,” Lacey
said.
Some undergraduate students
said Sargent Hall is part of
Suffolk’s campus and they should
be allowed to use all facilities.
Jodie Moniz, a junior at Suffolk,
said every Suffolk student should
be free to choose facilities he or
she wants to use. Moniz prefers to
study in the law school’s library.
“It is so much more comfortable

than the Sawyer library which is
stuffy and hardly has any win
dows,” she said. Moniz said that
the Sargent Hall library has bigger
desks and “is more accommodat
ing.”
“If the law school has a prob
lem with us using their facilities,
then Suffolk needs to consider
improving the undergraduate facil
ities,” Moniz said. “We are not
paying that much less for our edu
cation and we deserve better than
the Sawyer library.”
Another student who wishes to
remain anonymous also prefers
the law school’s facilities. The jun
ior goes to the law school because
the undergraduate computer labs
are “always crowded” when he
wants to check his emails during
lunchtime. “The law school offers
a larger variety of food in their
cafeteria and their opening hours
are much better too,” he said.
Some law students support
undergraduate student access to
Sargent Hall. “1 disagree with vot
ing to ban undergrads from the law
school building,” said Peter Cole,
a Suffolk law student and employ
ee. “Suffolk works better when we

see Law, page 10
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Suffolk law students say undergraduates should be barred from
using Sargent Hall facilities, including the Moakley Law Library

^ Steppers stomp it up at Suffolk
Susana Gutierrez
Journal Contributor

Journal File Photo

Members of Suffolk’s Step Team become popular performers.

Students walking by the
Donahue Cafe on a Tuesday or
Thursday evening may hear the
rhythmic stomps of the Suffolk
step dancers hard at work.
Tentatively titled the Suffolk
Step Team, the group of dancers is
enjoying their second semester as
an organized group.
While the majority of the step
team is made up of freshman girls,
the group is a unique and diverse
collection of people ranging from

the ages of 17 to 25.
Comprised of people from
many different backgrounds, the
team is a distinct group of students
that have come together to share
something that they all have in
common: love of rhythm and
dance. The group dances to a wide
variety of music, although they
specialize in hip-hop, rap and reg
gae. They compose all of thenown original steps and routines.
Sheryl Fumari, one of the
team’s co-captains, said that the
entire team is involved in creating
the dances. “Everyone’s input is
welcome,” she said, referring to

the way in which the routines are
created. The atmosphere surround
ing the Step Team is comfortable
and relaxed, in accordance with
the wardrobe that they wear. There
is no specific uniform to be worn
during performances. The team
decides on a color scheme, and
allows each member to choose
what type of clothing they want to
wear. This concept encourages
individuality and self-confidence.
“It allows each person to wear
what he or she feels the most com
fortable in,” Fumari said.
The fact that the Step Team is

see Step, page 10
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Briefs

Elderly Temple Street resident found dead
An elderly woman was found dead yesterday in an apartment at
14 Temple St. Graduate Student Lyndsay Agans was at the scene
during the police and medical response. "I was walking down
Cambridge Street and looking down when these guys walked up in
front of me with a body bag.” She said several police cars and an
ambulance along Temple Street in response to the death, which the
Boston Police Department has said was discovered at 2:10 p.m.
The Boston Medical Examiners office was not yet able to confirm the
name of the deceased or the cause of death, but respresentatives
said they believe the woman died of natural causes.

Students, faculty present anti-war poetry
Suffolk University Students for Peace and Justice sponsored a
poetry reading against the war in Iraq Feb. 11 in the Donahue build
ing. Students and faculty read original and previously published
poetry. Students for Peace and Justice representatives said other
events encouraging the arts and a no-war stance will be held in the
future. The event came after an American poetry symposium at the
White House was cancelled when organizers discovered that the
poets invited to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. were intending on sharing
their anti-war views with Laura Bush and other sponsors.

SOULS begins cell phone drive
SOULS Community Service Center at Suffolk University is spon
soring an ongoing fundraising effort called “PhoneRaising," backed
by partner organization DonateAPhone. The program, which hopes
to begin accepting donations by mid-February, will accept any and
all used cell phones, for each of which DonateAPhone will pay a cer
tain amount of money—the newer the phone, the larger the trade-in
value. Call 617-305-6306 for information about placing a collection
box in your office, or keep an eye out for collection boxes and donate
all you can.

Free literature available to public
A free copy of the book, “Unshakable Faith: Booker T. Washington
and George Washington Carver,” is available to the public. The biog
raphical book chronicals the lives and accomplishments of the two
African-American leaders. The Rev. David Draper of the Beacon Hill
Baptist Church is offering the free book. Students may obtain the
biography by sending a name and address to BHBC, Box 6127,
Boston, MA 02114.

Advertisement

SGA
Weekly
Question
“What do you think about
the food on campus?”
Voice your opinion to have it changed;
we can’t do anything without YOU!
Come to the Student Government
Association’s General Meeting for an
Open Discussion
Tuesday, February 18
1 p.m.
Archer 365
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SAO declares lounge rules
Jenn O’Callaghan
Journal Staff

As students returned to the
Donahue fourth floor lounge this
semester, the student activities
office restated community stan
dards for the lounge. These stan
dards are posted in the loimge as
well as on the doors of all club
offices. It includes 10 statements
restricting certain behaviors in the
lounge including running, skate
boarding, playing loud music and
using vulgar language.
According to Dan McHugh,
associate director of student activ
ities, the need for a statement
about behavior in the lounge stems
from concerns that students
brought to student activities.
During forums held bewteen fall
2000 and January 2002, students
expressed concerns about noise
levels and distractions on the
fourth floor. Gradually student
activities developed standards.
Director of Student Activities
Aurelio Valente described the
standards, which were introduced
in January 2002, as representing
“a conversation between the stu
dent activities office and student
leaders, as well as the Student
Government Association.”
Student activities decided to
repost the standards was made
because students wanted to
address concerns about noise and
other issues in the standards pro

posal. Valente said students come
and go at the lounge, so it is impor
tant to educate those who may not
be aware of the standards, as well
as to reinforce them for students
who are familiar with them.
Student activities administra
tors said student leaders, who par
ticipate in the student groups on
the fourth floor, also need to obey
the standards and hold others
responsible.
According
to
McHugh, one person is not
responsible for enforcing the poli
cies. Instead the student communi
ty that is on the fourth floor should
be monitoring it. If students have
concerns or there is an issue that
comes up repeatedly, student
activities staff is available to
address it.
“Noise is something that just
needs to be addressed at times,”
McHugh said.
The standards request that stu
dents be respectful of other events
that may be taking place.
Students use the reading room
for studying, so people should be
aware of those who need quiet.
The noise volumes should not
have an impact on the radio station
because speakers are not in the
room, according to McHugh.
The radio station is kept at a
low volume level so those who
want to listen will be able to hear it
without disrupting other activities.
Student activities is also trying
to accommodate issues that have

come up regarding usage of the
lounge.
An issue about noise and
lounge use was with the jazz and
step dance groups. Both groups
require open space to accommo
date practicing. However, effects
of their practicing were being felt
on the fourth floor, as well as on
floors above and below.
Classes were disrupted by
vibrations from the step group dur
ing the rehearsals. According to
Valente, the step group made
arrangements to practice in the
Donahue cafeteria.
There haven’t been problems
with students disobeying the com
munity standards so far, according
to Valente. He said “the fourth
floor is a common space.” It is
shared by students who use it as a
place to relax, as well as a location
that holds the offices of many dif
ferent clubs and student organiza
tions, Valente said.
Class of 2005 President
Langdon Walper said the commu
nity standards are important.
“Tours and prospective students
look at our school and they
shouldn’t be hearing foul language
or seeing things that could be inap
propriate for the student activities
area. In addition, student organiza
tions are having meetings and
planning events,” Walper said.
“The standards allow them to con
duct business in a proper and effi
cient manner.”

Hub students protest INS program
Nathan J. Heller
Harvard Crimson (Harvard U.)

(U-WIRE)
BOSTON
Harvard University undergradu
ates joined area students and
activists Friday morning to spread
legal information to a stream of
Middle Eastern and African men
required to register at the John F.
Kennedy Federal Building in
Boston. Three Harvard students
joined a small cadre of volunteers
cuddling clipboards and sharing
tips and warnings with male non
immigrants as they entered the
building
for
“Special
Registration”
with
the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service.
The new registration program
is just one of a wide variety of new
federal requirements established
in the aftermath of Sept. 11 to
track non-immigrants who fit the
government’s profile of possible
terrorists.
Standing under a gray granite
overhang as snow accumulated in
the Government Center plaza, two
students carried poster boards
reading, “We are here to defend
immigrant rights. Talk to us before
you register with the INS,” in large
print.
On the last day of registration
for nationals of 18 countries such as Somalia, Lebanon, and the
United Arab Emirates - a broad
cross-section of the population
stood in line to be counted by the

INS.
The volunteers warned non
immigrants that others have been
detained and even deported during
the photographing, fingerprinting
and interview session that the INS
now requires to maintain legal sta
tus.
In some instances, the volun
teers said, men coming to register
have been arrested for lacking
documents that they had not yet
received due to INS backlog.
At the JFK Building, a man in
pressed trousers and a leather jack
et stopped before the volunteers.
He clung to the strap of a bag
hitched over his shoulder and lis
tened as they told him that he
might not emerge from the build
ing as soon as he had planned.
“I had no idea,” the man said,
crossing his arms tightly and rais
ing his eyebrows. “I was under the
impression that the whole thing
would take maybe five minutes.”
The volunteers offered him a
card listing his rights as well as
phone numbers for the AmericanArab
Anti-Discrimination
Committee and legal representa
tion.
They asked him to leave his
address book with them, so that
they could contact his acquain
tances if he were to be detained
inside the building.
He fumbled in his pockets for
some source of source of personal
information. Passing a police offi
cer, he joined a line of men that

wound through the JFK building’s
lobby between cloth tapes.
“This is a kind of experiment,”
said Nancy Murray, an activist
from the Massachusetts chapter of
the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU).
She discussed previous detain
ments during the registration
process-such as hundreds of
arrests in California this December
that sparked a protest in Los
Angeles.
“We’re not sure what happens
in Boston,” Murray said. “The ter
rible thing about the process is the
secrecy with which it has been
done.”
Harvard Freshman Elizabeth A.
Saloom, who volunteered on
Friday morning before a 9 a.m.
class, told the men on their way in
to register that they could face a
couple of hours of detainment.
But detention isn’t always a
brief experience, Saloom said. Her
friend’s boyfriend had been
deported for 16 months when he
went to the INS to register, she
said.
Jason Kurian, a senior at
Northeastern University who was
also volunteering, said that he was
fhistrated by what he perceived to
be a blatant violation of human
rights.
“I’m just disgusted with people
being denied their rights. And no
one seems willing to stand up
against the threat,” he said. “I’m
glad to be able to do what I can.”
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Researcher discusses
Chechnya’s struggles
James Cormier
Journal Staff

w

Mike Ross -Journal Staff

A student trudges up Temple Street during the snow storm Feb. 8.

Storm shuts down Suffolk
Gillian Reagan
Journal Staff

Administrators closed Suffolk
doors at 2 p.m. Feb. 8 after a swiftmoving storm dumped more than
11 inches of snow onto Boston
streets.
Assistant Treasurer Michael
Dwyer made the decision to can
cel classes after consulting with
academic deans. He contacted
other administrators by noon
Friday to discuss closing the
school. Dwyer said he “polls the
deans and gets their sense of the
situation, gets their reactions to
students on campus.”
Dwyer said the message was
sent out to the university within a
half hour after noon on Friday.
He said the message is immedi
ately sent through a phone tree to
all departments and releases are
sent to local media groups includ
ing television and radio stations.
“The forecast was missed terri
bly,” Dwyer said. “It got a lot
worse than what was predicted.”
The National Weather Service
issued a winter storm warning for
the Boston area Thursday evening.
The warning was extended Friday
morning after the storm began to
move inland.
The Blue Hill observatory in
Milton, Mass, recorded 17 inches,
the largest February snow storm
since the 17.8 inches recorded
Feb. 8 through Feb. 10, 1994,
according to the National Weather

Service website.
Many Boston-area schools,
including
University
of
Massachusetts at Boston and
Boston College, closed during the
Friday storm.
Low visibility and slick roads
caused a few “fender benders,”
according to Boston police.
Dwyer said commuting stu
dents are a concern when deciding
to cancel classes. “We need those
students,” Dwyer said. There are
over 3,000 commuter students at
Suffolk, some traveling for two
hours to get on campus.
.
Communication
and
Journalism Professor Ken Martin
drove 35 miles on slick roads with
low visibility on Rt. 495 to get to
campus. He arrived to an empty
classroom. “It was too cold for
them to show up,” he said.
Martin teaches a photo essays
class on Fridays fi-om 1 to 3:40
p.m.
Martin said he called the uni
versity’s main number from the
road and whoever answered said
that his 1 p.m. class was not can
celled.
Martin said he used up the extra
time to “fix up a few things” and
get in some photography practice.
“I got some great shots of the
storm,” he said.
.
Junior Lisa Delong was work
ing at the communication and
journalism department on Friday.
She said students began calling in
at 11:30 a.m. to ask about cancel
lations for their classes that begin

at 1 p.m. “I was like, T don’t know
what to tell you,”’ Delong said.
She called several university
phone numbers to try to find out
when school was closing and if
students had to attend 1 p.m. class
es. Delong said her call was shuf
fled around to a few different peo
ple. Delong said she was finally
connected with Associate Dean of
Students Elliot Gabriel, who told
her professors and students could
decide whether to hold 1 p.m.
classes, but students could not be
held accountable if they decide to
leave after 2 p.m.
Dean of Students Nancy C.
Stoll said students should contact
the main university number or
Suffolk police for cancellation
information and check local media
stations.
The Greek Heritage Festival,
scheduled for 7 p.m Friday, was
cancelled.
Athletic Department Director
James Nelson said the women’s
basketball practice was cancelled.
“They had a light practice anyway
Thursday night,” Nelson said. The
women’s team ended up winning
71-25 on Saturday afternoon,
without the Friday practice. “It
didn’t affect us, it was fine,”
Nelson said.
Dwyer said canceling classes is
always a difficult decision because
classes have to be rescheduled, but
concerns about student safety
force the university to close its
doors. “It’s a no-win situation,”
Dwyer said.

A political researcher lectured
on the ongoing struggle in
Chechnya on Feb. 11. Titled
“Revealing the futility of power:
Russia and Chechnya,” the forum
delved into the history, politics
and culture that define the conflict.
Miriam Lanskoy, Program
Manager for the Institute for the
Study of Conflict, Ideology, and
Policy at Boston University dis
cussed the history of the region,
underlining Chechnya’s unfortu
nately long-standing identity as a
peripheral, variable country, that
has perpetually changed hands
fi-om one empire or another over
the course of its existence, as well
as its inability or refusal, histori
cally, to fit into Russian cultural
Identity.
“The entire history’s a history
of rebellion,” Lanskoy comment
ed after her initial overview. The
remainder of her lecture focused
on the cultural and ethnic deporta
tions during World War II and led

up to the dissolution of the Soviet
Union; most importantly, howev
er, was the brief but comprehen
sive discussion of the invasions
and conflicts during the 1990s to
today.
The Russian invasions of 1994
and 2000 began a series of brushfires that have melded into one
endless conflagration, based, syn
thetically speaking, on the
Chechen struggle for independ
ence versus Russian territorial
integrity. Lanskoy stressed that
internationalist efforts to mediate
the dispute have been largely
bland and impotent, and brought
up the almost abusive lack of
reconstruction to Chechen cities
and towns: “Chechnya ... is a
moonscape.”
The lecture ended with a question-and-answer session during
which the small group gathered in
Sawyer 421 was able to bring up
their own objections, inquiries,
and opinions.
The lecture was sponsored by
the
International
Student
Association.

WE GAINED WEIGHT
Seen our Scholarship Channel lately?

We've added over 250,000 brand new scholarships
and revamped our entire site to give you
. more accurate search results!

We've changed.
Come and see.

Check out Suffolk Journal's
Scholarship Channel at:
www.suffolkjournal.net/scholarships

Gov’t seeks updated records
INS from page 1
system,
the
Center
for
International Students at Suffolk
has been providing information to
students on the changes through
newsletters that go out once or
twice a semester, Durham said.
But “not everyone is in the sys
tem,” she said.
Several international students
on campus said they never heard
of the new INS system.
“I have to register with INS
each year. It’s called special regis
tration,” said Sophomor Abdullah

al-Khalifa of the Persian Gulf
“I’ve never heard of SEVIS.”
Schools have fi-om Jan. 30 to
August 1 to make sure every sin
gle student is enrolled in the sys
tem.
“That’s a legitimate time
frame,” Durham said. “We hope
to have it done ahead of time, like
April or May. It really depends on,
how quickly the system takes all
of the information. We have spent
years making Suffolk ready for
this.”
According to Durham, it was
announced in 1996 by the federal

government that a system would
be implemented to help track
international students. But, she
said, “Congress never funded it.”
Things changed after Sept. 11,

powered by: (^^Breke'Scfielar

2001.
“Congress implemented $93
million. (That money was) given
directly to the Department of
Justice - it was dropped into their
budget,” Durham said.
After that, the Immigration and
Naturalization Service began
telling schools that an internetbased system would soon be
sweeping across the nation.
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Editorial
Organize
cancellations
One might think that students at Suffolk University would look for
ward to a snow day. But at Suffolk the potential for precipitation libera
tion causes consternation and confusion.
Suffolk has no reliable way of informing students that classes have
been cancelled. Class cancellation usually involves trudging to the class
room only to find a quick note pinned to the door, stating oh-so-calmly
that Wicker Weaving 301 has been cancelled for the day. Obviously the
problem is two-fold: the information regarding cancellations is scarce
and announcements are almost nonexistent.
The situation calls for a more direct and comprehensive approach to
giving students the information they need. Updates could easily be
placed on the main Suffolk University website’s front page - not hidden
on the January Orientation 2002 page or the Registrar's Office website,
oddly the only two places such information is accessible on the Suffolk
site.
According to the sites, students should call the university’s main
number 573-8000 for cancellation updates. But, when a member of the
Journal staff called the number at 10 a.m. on Friday morning, nobody
answered. The person called the main police station and they said class
es weren’t cancelled. So morning classes were on, but what about other
classes? And by 11 a.m., the ground was piled with snow and the com
mute home was terrible.
For example, Stonehill College in Easton, Mass, displays their
“Snow Day Class Cancellation Policy” on their website. The decision is
made by 6:30 a.m., which is an excellent time. With all the commuters
at Suffolk, they should know earlier than noon if they're going to have
to trudge through the storm for class only to be turned away.
In addition to the “Suffolk Snow Day Class Cancellation Policy” web
page, a dedicated cancellation hotline should be established, perhaps
with a prerecorded message if no one is available to take the calls. The
updated website page and hotline could also specify once and for all
when and where cancellations are broadcast on local television and radio
stations. A cancellation policy web page can be whipped up in minutes.
Small changes like these can make our lives easier and more reliable
information on snow days.
•

Corrections:___________
The cost of health insurance coverage for a family was improperly
reported in the article “Some part-time professors receive health insur
ance” in the Feb. 5 issue of the Journal. A HMO plan with Harvard
Pilgrim costs an individual $99, but if part-time professors want to cover
their families, it can cost up to $700, according to a part-time faculty
member.
Suffolk Journal reporter Deidre Scott’s name was misspelled in the
last issue of the Journal.
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Defending God in America
Dear Suffolk Journal,
The headline “Religion should
not influence politics” was flashed
across page 12 of the Suffolk
Journal last week and I immedi
ately knew that this column would
be the final straw that broke my
silence in regards to the left-wing
assault
on
conservatism,
Christianity and President George
W. Bush by the columnists of the
Journal.
Just as many of you did two
weeks ago, I sat back in my
favorite chair and eagerly awaited
the speech by our president to
report to Americans the State of
The Union.
While impressed with the entire
speech and the positive direction
that the president outlined for our
nation, it was in the closing
moments of the speech that one
line made me feel so proud to be
an American: “The liberty we
prize is not America’s gift to the
world, it is God’s gift to humani
ty-”
The columnist asked a poignant
question in last week’s issue:
“how does religious identity fit
into modem American political
thought?” I think it is important to
first speak to the historical context
of religion in politics. To say that
America was not founded on
Christian principles would be rob
bing the founding fathers of thenfaith.
In
the
Declaration
of
Independence, the “Laws of ...
Nature’s God” and the rights
endowed by the “Creator” are
beautifully crafted into this docu
ment. Additionally, the founders
based entire parts of the structure
of our government from the words
of the Bible, from the three
branches of government (Isiah
33:22) to the system of checks and
balances (man being corrupt by
nature). The national motto of the
United States of America proudly
aimounces “In God we trast” and
the pledge of allegiance that we
take to our beloved country right
eously states “One Nation, Under

God.” The left’s claim of a consti
tutional “separation of church and
state” has so long been preached
that 67 percent of Americans
believe that the phrase is actually
in the U.S. Constitution.
In reality, it never appears in
this document and it isn’t even
implied. The clause that is actually
written in the Bill of Rights states:
“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of reli
gion or prohibiting the free exer
cise thereof” The words “separa
tion of church and state” actually
came from a letter written by
Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury
Baptist Association of Connecticut
on Jan. 1, 1802. This letter was to
help dispel a widespread ramor
that the Congregationalists were to
become the national religion.
The people that settled and cre
ated this nation were not seeking
out a freedom from religion, but
rather a freedom of religion. A plu
ralistic society is something of fic
tion for there will always be a
dominant view and the dominant
view in America is that of
Christian morality, without which
society would fall into a corrupt
government where authority is
misused for personal gain instead
of for the greater good.
The days and months following
Sept. 11 prove this, as Americans
came together under the temporary
national anthem “God Bless
America.” Further evidence was
the reaction when an appeals court
on the West Coast tried to take
“Under God” out of the Pledge of
Allegiance; there was a National
outcry from the citizens and law
makers throughout the country.
On Sept. 20, in his address to
Congress, President Bush said that
“in all that lies before us, may God
grant us wisdom and may He
watch over the United States of
America.” He continued this rhet
oric in his 2002 State of the Union
address, comforting America by
explaining, “even in tragedy, espe
cially in tragedy, God is near.”
Columnist Rich Lowiy put it per

fectly when he wrote: “This is
what the gleam in Bush’s eye is all
about; it’s not just determination,
not just anger, not just sincerity,
but all of those things tempered
and elevated by faith.”
To ask public servants to
remove their faith from their poli
cy decisions is to ask them to
betray that faith. Their faith serves
as the basis for their moral convic
tions, how they live their life and
raise their family. When thinking
about what is best for the people
that put them into office, would
not the same thinking that guides
them in the decisions they make
about their loved ones be a major
part?
America is a spiritual nation
with a spiritual leader. President
George W. Bush’s faith helped the
nation through the worst domestic
tragedy in the history of our
nation, and continues to lead this
nation with strength and determi
nation.
There is no constitutional sepa
ration of church and state in
America, but rather a wall erected
by liberals and anti-Christian big
ots. This wall is not complete, nor
is it impenetrable, but not inter
vening in its construction now will
result in the demise of the
American republic.
As we answer the call from
President Bush to be vigilant in the
fight against terrorism at home and
put our faith in him as he secures
both safety for Americans and
freedom for the people in Iraq, we
must take it upon ourselves to fight
a different but no less important
battle here at home. The battle for
the soul of America rages on and
not only for conservatives, but all
citizens that love America must
band together to fight this
onslaught from the left. As we
continue on in this uncertain world
that we live in, it is my hope that
God will continue to bless
America.
Sincerely,
Ryan F. Boehm

Senior
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Bush playing same song Critiquing Powell’s power
I was going through my
file cabinet the other day
and I came across some
old prints of the Suffolk
Journal, and an article I
wrote called “Bush's sec
ond tax cut is not the right
move,” regarding the then
second installment of his
administration's tax cut.
I beleived that the
rebate that was issued in
July 2001 had failed by the fall to have any
effect in revitalizing the economy. We are
now a year and a quarter in the future and
can plainly see that the second cut had no
tangible effect except to eliminate any and
all budgetary surpluses and to drive the fed
eral government to a point where it must
slash social spending to continue operating.
Is this a joke? If so, I'm still waiting for the
punch line.
The recently published 400-page
“Economic Report of the President” (an
economic Mein Kampf) details the adminis
tration's intended $700 billion tax cut pack
age.
Is anybody else wincing at the size?
Don't we already have a $300 billion deficit
this year? Isn't there a projected $1 trillion
shortfall for the next three years?
This is entirely inappropriate. While it is
understood that every presidential adminis
tration has its own fiscal goals. I'm not sure
it could be any more obvious that Bush's
cuts are reinforcing the pockets of his
cronies.
With all the media attention on Iraq, there
is little or no vocal opposition to this new tax
reduction. Bush and his team merely say it
will improve the economy and they ship it
off to Congress. As I said last week, our cur
rent economic malaise is not the result of a

drop in consumer demand, but of over
investment by businesses. This is all part of
the business cycle; things will right them
selves naturally.
Keep the $700 billion to insure the unin
sured, fix social security, improve
schools,and help states with budget short
falls. We can do a lot of good with that
money. But we're going to give the majority
of it back to the wealthiest 5 percent, where
it will sit in their bank accounts.
If we want to talk tax rebates, let's do the
unthinkable: take $290 billion out of the
$700 billion and give $1 million to every
American. Imagine that effect on the econo
my. Instead of insignificant rebates that
come at the cost of programs and services,
let's make a difference and empower people.
A meager $300 million could also be used
for higher education credits to open minds
and doors. At no point in our history have
we been so wealthy yet so disconnected
from our own wealth.
.Why doesn't the Bush administration set
$1 billion aside for aid to those living below
the poverty level? Take them off the streets,
give them shelter, clothing, food and an
education. There are people in America
going hungry.
We're talking about removing $700 bil
lion fi-om the federal budget and there are
children in our own cities without food.
Don't we owe our own people the same
humanitarian aid we intend for the citizens
of Iraq?
We have been forced to live under these
unspoken class rules but we don't have to
continue this way. It is possible for us to
redefine America. We just have to believe
that we can change our environment.
Abandon the tax cuts. They don't work.
They subsidize the wealthy at the expense of
the average American.

Colin Powell’s per
formance at the United
Nation’s this past week
might be described as con_
vincing, with the exception
gK
of his most notable blun■L-jl^Hil der- failing to attribute por
tions of his testimony to
by
the academic who actually
Mike
wrote them
I
was
Dempsey impressed that as the Iraqi
ambassador to the UN
twitchingly scribbled at his pad, beads of
sweat noticeably tickling his brow, Powell
was unrelenting in his condemnation of
Saddam’s Hussein’s monstrous contempt
for human life. Which is why it’s worth
reviweing Colin Powell’s record as a mili
tary humanist.
Powell earned his stars so to speak assiting in the cover up of the My Lai massacre,
concluding that the atrocities reported
couldn’t have possibly taken place because
relations between the Vietnamese peasants
and American soldiers were good, which is
presumably why the United States burned
them with napalm.
Powell shrugged off the testimony pro
vided by the eyewitness to the atrocity, Tom
Glen, deriding is as improbable. This the
man amdired by both conservative and lib
erals alike for his steadfast integrity and
moral decency. It should be no wonder to
anyone that is he treated with such unwa
vering
credulity
by
repesctable
Washingtonians and the “average ameri
can”. Thus, we read in a biography penned
by one of his former lackey’s, David Roth,
“ Powell has never felt a need to rebel or to
assert his own desires apart fi-om others
around him. Every choice he makes is taken
with an awareness of those others made
before him. Each is made with an interest in

the effects it will have on others.” For,
Powell, as Roth explains above, has man
aged to distinguish himself in Washington
DC by not speaking too much and only
speaking at the right time and on the right
subjects. Yet the liberal-conservative concsensus in this country looks to him as the
“Great Black Hope” while real conservative
idealogues, although skeptical of his views
on race and foreign policy, nonetheless see
him as an effective weapon at the ballot box
Yet this hero of Desert Storm was private
ly opposed to military action to push
Saddam’s troops out of Kuwait, an opera
tion which did more damage to the Iraqi
people than it did to Saddam.Since
September 11, the US foriegn policy elite in
the administration has been obsessed with
dismantling a dictatorship is once fostered
and fed, a fact that has never seemed to per
turb Powell.
Colin Powell may not be nearly as mili
taristic and war-hungry as many of his com
rades are in the administration. But he is
unquestionably an imperialist who doesn’t
like to deploy the battalions unless it is in
the ‘national interest’ of the government in
power to do so. Powell’s career tells a stoiy
of a general oppossed to humantarian inter
ventions are not necessarily what he would
like Which is why as compelling as his
presentation before the UN may have been
for those who are “on the fence”( a position
I would imagine is quite uncomfortable) on
war in Iraq, it had the dialectical effect of
reminding me that those of us who have
taken the side of the Iraqi Opposition be
vigilant that the ‘regime change’ Powell is
pushing isn’t the kind he had in mind for the
Vietnamese. As his past record indicates, he
most likely doesn’t feel very strongly on the
subject one way or the other. He is a soldier;
not a samartirian.

Exposing Punxsutawney Phil’s mysteries
Eveiy year on Feb. 2, U.S. citizens, espe
cially New England residents, anxiously
wait for a little groundhog to surface fi-om
his burrow.
According to the groundhog,people
across New England are going to endure
another six weeks of winter. This year, the

Michael Fruzzetti
ever-so-youthful groundhog was hoisted up
by Bill Deeley (Phil’s handler) and wel
comed by approximately 30,000 onlookers.
Punxsutawney Phil emerged fi-om his
hole and saw his shadow, completely enrag
ing everyone. It looks like more fiigid tem
peratures and numb limbs this winter. If you
think that Phil might be wrong in his predic
tion, the odds are against you. Phil is always
right. This statement may seem a little out
landish, but he always predicts when spring
will arrive.
As I was searching for information on
Groundhog Day, one fact surprised me. Phil
has seen his shadow a total of 93 times,
which is 80 percent of the time. Since 1887,
that son-of-a-rodent has continuously deliv
ered a bad omen to New England, foreshad
owing six more weeks of cold, miserable,
harsh, depressing and just horrible winter

weather.
Phil has carried on his legacy for the
117th consecutive year; accurately forecast
ing the weather months in advance without
the technology used by current meteorolo
gists.
But how does Punxsutawney Phil find
the strength to surface from his hideout, just
in time to ruin the lives of New Englanders?
Or has there been multiple Phils and the
public was never told the truth? Nobody
really knows the answer, but I’ve been told
reasons why the current Punxsutawney Phil
could be the original groundhog fi-om 1887.
To discover exactly how Phil remains so
healthy and young, I went straight to the
source: the official Punxsuta-wney Phil web
site, -www.punxsutawneyphil.com. I find it
absolutely amazing that Vice President Dick
Cheney does not have an official website,
but a groimdhog you see once a year does.
But, I guess you can say the same for Dick
Cheney. I think the State of the Union
Address was the first time anyone has pub
licly seen the vice president since the 2000
election. You might not believe what I saw
in the following paragraphs, but these facts
came straight fi-om the webmaster of the
official Punxsutawney Phil website.
First of all, throughout the course of the
year Phil doesn’t live in the wood hole on
Gobbler’s Knob. He resides in the climate-

controlled Punxsutawney Public Library
and is placed in the hole on Groundhog Day.
Those people who thought he lived in the
stump year round should know that ground
hogs eat through wood, thus allowing him to
escape into the wild. In a groundhog’s life
time, they can chuck upwards of around 700
pounds. But who’s to say that the original
handlers weren’t as sharp-witted as myself
and left Phil in the hole, allowing him to
chew his way out. So I ask, how many Phil’s
have there really been?
Secondly, Phil’s handler. Bill Deeley,
gives him a supplement to extend his life.
Bill and the Groundhog Club seem to have
foimd the Fountain of Youth for groundhogs
or at least some type of magic elixir. Every
year Deeley gives Phil a special anecdote
that supposedly extends his life by seven
years with each sip of the groundhog punch.
This seems hard to believe; a groundhog
outliving the average lifespan of a human?
So how in the world is Punxsuta-wney Phil
117 years old? It’s not like they have found
the “Elixir of Youth,” or have they? So I ask
again, how many Phils have there really
been?
Because of Phil’s fame and notability, he
has gotten quite a few females in his time.
Nobody fi-om the website is quite sure of
exactly how many there have been, but we
can assume that he was the ladies man. Phil

has been a one-woman man for a while, and
currently he has a groundhog partner named
Phyllis. With Phil being rather old, at the
ripe age of 117, you would assume that his
wife would be within the same age bracket.
In fact, Phyllis is a lot younger, probably in
the ‘teens. How does Phil keep up with his
younger companion? Is there such a thing as
groundhog Viagra, or some supernatural
substance in that groundhog punch? So I
pose this question: Why hasn’t Phyllis’
youthfulness killed Phil in his old age? J.
Howard Marshall couldn’t keep up with
Anna Nicole Smith.
The last explanation is the genuine rea
son for Punxsutawney Phil’s youthfulness
and why there is a traditional holiday called
Groundhog Day. Phil just loves to piss off
every single person living in New England.
Why do you think he predicted sbc more
weeks of winter a total of 93 times and
given us an early spring 14 times? Every
Feb. 2 Phil wakes fiom his deep sleep just to
be later ripped out of his hole to see people
gawking at hime. Trust me, he sure as hell
isn’t going to give us warm weather after all
of that clamor. So is that how Phil remains
young at heart even at the age of 117?
I guess no one will ever know if it is real
ly the original Phil or not One thing's for
sure: we will almost always receive bad
news on Feb. 2.
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Voices of Suffolk
What is the best electronic device
for college students?

“I think an alarm
clock is definitely
important because it
wakes you up for
classes.
Christina Georoudis
Sophomore

“I would say a cornputer because you
need it for various
assignments.”
Mayika Duchemin
Freshman

“Fd say a computer
because you need to
be able to type
papers at home.”
Dan Knox
Sophomore

“I think an electronic
organizer - like a
palm pilot - or a digi
tal camera (because)
digital is part of the
future.”

“Up to date computer
software because it
has the internet
where you can get all
different kinds of
information.”

Wayne Dang
Junior

Billy Thegenus
Junior

Sex in the University

Letters
to the
Editor
Letters to the editor and opinion columns are due

Fridays by 5 p.m.
E-mail submissions to journaloped@hotmail.com.
Contact Editor in Chief Gillian Reagan or
Opinion Editor Adam Krauss for more information.

Gearing up for Feb. 14
Ah yes, Valentine’s
Day, single women hate it,
men don’t get it and
attached women drown in
it. Even an anti-romance
girl such as myself is looks
forward to Valentine’s
Day.
by
I expect three things
Jennifer from my boyfriend: flow
Schwenzer ers, a card and dinner.
High maintenance you
say? No, absolutely not. You see guys moan
and groan about the pains and guilt of
Valentine’s Day, but they’re missing out on
one huge point: you only have to do stuff
like this once a year. But if they miss out on
Valentine’s Day they are forced to suffer
because it is bound to make its way into
those “like the time” arguments where your
girlfriend makes you feel like a dirtbag for
empty promises.
But these are progressive times and I’m
calling for change. Valentine’s Day is so
unfair to men. How come men have to buy
the flowers, make reservations and go
through all the trouble? Because those are
the goddamn rules. As long as we are the
girlfriends, we hold the power to make our
boyfriends’ lives extremely miserable.
Remember, just one day.
During the past two weeks, I had a few
fiiends come to me to ask what they should
do for their boyfriends. I’m guessing my
female friends have opened up to my slight
ly bizarre lifestyle and are catching on.
“Come on, you have to know what to get
my boyfriend. Look at the sleazy places you
hang out, that column you write, I know you
have a few really good ideas!” I don’t know
if they’re good ideas, but they beat any stu
pid sweater or DVD. Which brings me to:

Sex in the University’s

Top 5 Sleazy
Valentine’s Day Gifts
for Your Boyfriend:
1. A pom. Sound seedy? Perhaps. But if
you’ve paid any attention to the male
species for the past 30 years, you would
have realized that they love smut films and
they love women who will .watch them.
2.1 don’t know if the Journal will print
this so I’ll make it “PG.” There is a
respectable sex store in Coolidge Comer
called Grand Opening. It’s lies in the heart
of a pmde neighborhood and it’s a good
spot for, well, toys.
3. A year subscription to Playboy?
Penthouse. Even better. The message that
you are trying to get across is “I understand
and respect your sexual interests and I will
no longer compare myself to the women in
these magazines because it’s insecure and
silly.”
4. Nothing from Victoria’s Secret. Why?
Because Fredrick’s of Hollywood is way
better and any racy lingerie gift that he
opens is certainly a gift for both of you.
5. A video camera, disposable camera, or
Polaroid.
While you won’t find these items on
most lists, I suggest that on this mock-holi
day you embrace something different and
try to make things interesting.
Get over your dinner and a movie and
your boring missionary position. It’s only
one day, guaranteed that if you make the
move to make everything entirely different,
he’ll have a Valentine’s Day unlike any
other and you’ll see flowers much more
often.

www.suffolkjournal.net
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Blitzkrieg blunder: are we a Happy Family?
S' \

Chris Dwyer

punkers Green Day.
However it is that musical diversity that
Journal Staff
powers this disc. Opening track "Havana
The Ramones were a four-piece collec Affair" covered by the funky Red Hot Chili
tive of New York rockers that forever Peppers is a fi-eaky stylish number, fueled
changed the face of music. Some say they by guitarist John Fmsciante's constantly
should be credited with the creation of punk deviant swoops along with Flea's patented
rock, an at-the-time rebellion against the low end bass lines.
plethora of‘70s corporate pop-flavored rock
Seattle thrashers Zeke hook up with
and leftover happiness fi'om the hippie gen Pearl Jam crooner Eddie Vedder for "I
eration of the ‘60s. Their three-chord Believe In Miracles," a heavily riffy cover
assaults paved the short way for a wave of filled with Vedder's continuous array of
similar acts, mainly the well-known Sex deep vocals.
Pistols and The Clash.
Metallica bruise "53rd and 3rd" with a
Punk history aside, it has always been loose sense of grunge aggression, and
safe to assume that The Ramones are the Garbage claw into "I Just Waima Have
inspiration for the majority of today's bands. Something To Do" with a poppy hook of
That benefactor is repaid in full on We're A light industrial groove.
Happy Family, a tribute to the punk pio
Interestingly enough. Kiss provide We're
neers put together by horror metal master A Happy Family's standout track, an edgy
version of "Do You Remember Rock And
Rob Zombie and Johnny Ramone.
In the wake of the passing of fi'ontman Roll Radio?" Paul Stanley's vocals whimper
Joey Ramone and bassist Dee Dee Ramone, with rock delight, surely making Joey
the tribute plays a perfect repayment of rock Ramone proud, wherever he may be. U2's
'n' roll fortitude. Although Zombie had the Bono voiced over the years that without the
tracklisting set in late August 2002, the Ramones his act would have no relevance
release date was tossed around many times. and the Irish quartet repay their influence
The variety of acts on We're A Happy with a rousing rendition of "Beat on the
Family is quite a shocker as one would not Brat."
expect see the high-flying stage antics of
Straight-ahead bashers include punkers
Kiss next to the low-class standards of Rancid attacking "Sheena Is A Punk
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Photo courtesy of Columbia Records

Punk pioneers The Ramones receive the tribute treatment on We’re A Happy Family.

Rocker," The Offspring's fun-inspired ver
sion of "I Wanna Be Sedated" and Green
Day's neurotic cover of "Outsider."
As with every tribute album, misses are
misses among the hits. Organizer Rob
Zombie provides an effortless cover of
"Blitzkrieg Bop," turning the once-classic
track into a mess of metal.
Marilyn Manson throws "The KKK
Took My Baby Away" into an array of lost

spirit. Tom Waits and Pete Yom also offer
flaccid renditions of Ramones' classics to no
avail.
Rob Zombie gets massive credit for,
assembling the effort, however. We're A
Happy Family runs in too many different
directions for a true Ramones tribute.
Although there are the shining moments, the
unimaginative array of covering a simple
punk rock band is a stinger in the end.

“Recruit” revives spy genre
James Cormier
Journal Staff

Photo courtesy of Touchstone Pictures

Colin Farrrell stars as James Clayton in “The Recruit.”

I turned up the collar of my
leather jacket as I left the movie
theater Saturday night, feeling just
a little bit darker and more aware
of the masses churning around
me, eyes narrowed and searching
for a possible mark. Ahem.
Admittedly, I've been a bit of a
sucker for a good spy film lately
and I'm not certain if my infatua
tion with the genre, both on film
and in literature, is entirely a
healthy one.
Personal overindulgence aside,
"The Recruit" illuminates the
heart of American espionage in
such a way that the only question
is whether Director Roger
Donaldson ("Thirteen Days,”
"Cocktail") et al know more than
they should or whether it's all
cleverly contrived disinformation.
The film is far from perfect, but
perfection is not within the scope
of its premise. The necessarily
twisted plotline (it's a spy film,
after all) begins following young,
brilliant MIT graduate James
Clayton (Colin Farrell). He strug
gles to launch a career in comput
er science, only to find that the
Central Intelligence Agency, in the
form of company legend Walter
Burke (Al Pacino), thinks he
should be collecting a government
pay check instead.
The film is one giant training

MOVIE
REVIEW
► Title:

"The Recruit"
► Director:

Roger Donaldson
► Rating: (out of 5 stars)

session, which is its most interest
ing aspect; the scenes taking place
at "the Farm," the CIA's training
facility, examine the psychology
of training a group of young peo
ple for one of the most over-exaggeratedly romantic jobs in the
world.
And speaking of romantic,
enter Bridget Moynahan, our
femme fatale. Leading Colin
Farrell around by the nose is the
essence of her role, but she plays it
well.
The romantic aspect, however,
really is a side note; the two look
great together but there's not much
chemistry there.
The film continues in its psy
chological tone as the plot pro
gresses, following the twists and

turns of an internal mole hunt.
I'm not one to focus exceeding
ly on plot in a review so perfomiance takes the forefront. Many
have commented that Al Pacino
plays himself in this film, riding
on his own reputation, but in fact,
his performance is fundamental.
He fulfills the limits of his
character's involvement with
expertise. If the story was set
through the eyes of Pacino, obvi
ously one might expect more, but
the centerpiece here by necessity
is Farrell's character. If Pacino's
the backbone, Farrell's the muscle.
While nothing overly evoca
tive, his performance was an exer
cise in realism.
He reacts the way most people
would react to the situations he
encounters.
He's also one of those actors
who are enjoyable to see onscreen
simply because of the way their
real-life persona bleeds throughwell, minus the unintelligible Irish
brogue, anyway.
"The Recruit" is pure entertain
ment; it satisfies as a great way to
spend a Saturday night.
The most interesting thing is
that despite the manner in which
the film portrays the spy game as a
serious, deadly, realistically har
rowing experience, you walk out
of the theater still wanting to be
one.
But then again, nothing is what
it seems.
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How to lose an audience
Jennifer Schwenzer
Journal Staff

I'm a sex columnist, not a damn movie reviewer. I
go and see a movie and it either sucked or it ruled. My
attention span can't handle dramatic lighting, artistic
expression or anything meaningful.
As far as I know, I am the only person who won
ders why Adam Sandler hasn't won an Oscar and why
Jenna Jameson wasn't in “Monsters Ball” instead of
Halle Berry. Bond chick vs. bondage chick.
So when the option of writing the movie reviews
for this week's paper came up, I'm still not sure why I
raised my hand.
Seeing the movie that I reviewed goes against
everything I believe in: true love, romance and femi
nine humor.
“How To Lose a Guy in 10 Days” was simply one
of the worst movies I've ever seen. The movie is a sad
and pathetic copy of “Sex and the City.” Kate Hudson
is a magazine writer (how Carrie Bradshaw) with a
slight fear of commitment whose next column topic
revolves around everything a woman does wrong in a
relationship.
What's the matter ladies, the tips offered in Cosmo
aren't helping you keep the love of your life?
Matthew McConaughey is an ad executive who
has to make a woman fall in love with him in (you
guessed it) ten days so he can win a big advertising

account for a diamond company.
But according to the movie, diamonds are femi
nine (unless you've ever watched the NFL) and the
boss won't give him the account unless he proves that
he is in tune with women and can make one fall in
love with him.
Just when yoif thought Hollywood was going to
throw you a predictable plot, the two meet by chance
and Kate Hudson pulls ridiculous and annoying stunts
to try and push her man away. But, in order to stay
true to his bet, McConaughey ignores her erratic
behavior and deals with the her so he can win the big
account.
I don't want to give away the rest of the movie. Not
that it's obvious or anything, but I just want to note
that I actually had to take breaks during the movie to
play Tiger Woods golf on my cell phone.
There isn't a single funny scene in the movie, I
judged this by the silence of a packed movie theater,
and the acting is awful.
The movie simply plays on the ridiculous stereo
types for women and men. Note: the men work in the
office drowned in sports paraphernalia and the
women write for a Cosmo magazine knockoff.
I was thoroughly disappointed for wasting $10 of
my boyfriend's hard earned money so we could sit
through a film with no action, no violence, no Bruce
Willis, no humor and no nudity. This film is nothing
more than how to lose your mind in two hours.

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Kate Hudson annoys viewers in “How To Lose A Guy In 10 Days.”

The Burning Paris fires up post-rock glory
Nick DeLena
Journal Staff

Releasing their second album,
entitled And By December You
Will Know Where Your Heart
Truly Lies on Magic Bullet
Records, The Burning Paris have
safely established themselves as
regional powers in post-rock.
The band, known locally for
their excellent shows and unas
suming demeanor, follows up to
their debut disk Coral City Ruin'.
With And By December listen
ers are given a four-song, mellow
but poetic artifact by this Bostonbased six-piece.
The disc's opener, "In Ruins"

starts as an uptempo guitar-drum
duet, suggestive of Mogwai's
style, but soon bears uniqueness
The Burning Paris is known for as
the cello and bass add layers of
richness in a quietly melancholy
track.
Saddened imagery of a failed
relationship is conjured up with
the track's lyrics: "Springtime
won't work so well anyway and
with December on my breath, you
can say you knew me well.
Though my hands are lonely by
themselves."
With "Building My Own
Coffin,” the band's delicate, vul
nerable tranquility is affirmed with
the track's unwavering contempla-

R E U I E W
► Title:

And By December You
Will Know Where Your
Heart Truly Lies
► Artist:

The Burning Paris
► Label:

Magic Bullet Records
► Rating: (out of 5 stars)

tive sound.
"Have you ever felt so bad like
missing trees and low lit winter

streets?" asks lead singer N.
Shumaker’s vocals, sounding
somewhere between depression
and apathy.
The song builds on repetitive
guitar riffs, layered upon each
other, and topped with a soft sway
ing cello.
On "Tonight I'll Expire"” we
hear a sound more confident than
that on Coral City Ruin, with ener
getic cello playing on top a pulsing
rhythm of guitars and drums.
Mid-way through the song the
only lyrics come in, just noticeable
above the music:
"I'll stay down to keep you
down always and always, and
through these memories I'll stay."

The song rides out into silence
through a crescendo of feedback,
delay and cello.
The final track, "Asleep,” is a
Smiths cover. It is a piano-driven,
understated number that's awash in
delay and slow-moving cello.
Five minutes after "Asleep"
ends, a hidden track reveals a quiet
little song with watery, whispery
vocals and a thin spacey guitar riff.
"I feel nothing" the Shumaker
says, fading to silence.
And By December... is a sometimes-defensive record, with the
music sounding on guard, but
never without confidence, trying
to break free from the grasp of
somberness and ennui.

Action and comedy fail in“Shanghai Knights”
Jennifer Schwenzer
Journal Staff

Photo courtesy of Touchstone Pictures

Jackie Chan (left) and Owen Wilson rehash same comedy, action
stunts in “Shangai Knights.”

So here I am on suicide watch from seeing "How
to Lose a Guy in 10 Days" and all I was hoping for
was an action packed Jackie Chan flick to put me
back on track.
Any man that can scale a wall by simply running
up it has got approval. So when I heard another Jackie
Chan movie was coming out, I was psyched. I
thought the two “Rush Hour” films were hilarious
and I thought the prequel to this film, “Shanghai
Noon,” was awesome.
Owen Wilson and Jackie Chan have great chem
istry, and they make a decent comedy team. It's not
that I think Jackie Chan is incapable of a romance
film, but if he sells out. I'll never watch another Jackie
Chan film- ever again.
The last film, “Shanghai Noon,” left us at the end
of the 1800s where Jackie Chan and Owen Wilson
met up out West.
Owen Wilson was a gambling cowboy and Jackie
Chan was a soldier sent from China to save the
emperor's daughter.
The first film was filled with plenty of cool stunts

and a lot of funny dialogue. Up until Saturday, I was
looking forward to the sequel.
In “Shanghai Knights,” Chan meets with Owen
Wilson to go to England where they can find the man
that murdered Chan's father. In England they run into
Chan's sister and team up to find the lost Imperial
Seal and avenge their father's death.
The sequel seemed to rehash the comedy routines
used in “Shanghai Noon” and there were few new or
funny material in this film.
Jackie Chan has always done his own stunts, and
he's famous for his kung fu choreography that always
leaves you impressed.
“Shanghai Knights” has no cool kung fu scenes
and the closest the audience comes to getting a
glimpse of some action is when Chan fights a group
of guys while dancing to a replica of Gene Kelly in
“Singing in the Rain.”
“Shanghai Knights” is more of a Disney-spon
sored film that targets boys aged 10 to 15. Perhaps
this really was a funny film but I had the life sucked
out of me from seeing that romantic comedy trash
beforehand.
Either way, I wasted four hours at a movie theater
and I didn't see a single decent film.
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“Daredevil” dares to break new ground
Comic adaptation
proves somewhat
disappointing

SFR Top 5

Paul Fisette and Mike Ross

Show Name:

Journal Staff

The Rock Show

A hot babe who can fight, Ben
Affleck in a leather body suit and
Michael Clark Duncan as a crime
boss do not a good movie make,
however, they all combine their
respective acting "talents" to cre
ate an enjoyable action flick that
when not looking like a really cool
music video, is playing out like
one hell of a video game.
"Daredevil" is yet another venture
into the "comic book to silver
screen" genre, complete with a
cameo by the godfather of graphic
novels, Stan Lee.
Affleck takes on the role of
Matt Murdock, a blind attorney
living in the heart of New York's
Hells Kitchen.
As a boy Murdock (played per
fectly by child actor Scott Terra) is
tragically blinded by radioactive
waste. While the accident leaves
him without the ability to see, his
four other senses are enhanced to
super-human status.
The bulk of the movie revolves
around Murdock”s attempts.at liv

DJs:
Chris Dwyer and
Jerry Delauri

Show Time:
Fridays 1 to 3 p.m.

1. Audioslave,
“Like A Stone”
2. Bon Jovi,
“Misunderstood”
3. Jesse Malin,
“Queen of the
Underworld”
4. American Hi-Fi,
“The Art of Losing”
5. Godsmack,
“Straight Out of Line”

ing a normal life defending the
innocent by day, and throwing
down vigilante superhero justice
by night.
Love interest Jennifer Gamer
as the unfortunately underdevel
oped character "Elektra" compli
cates matters, which are further
exasperated by villains Collin
Ferral as Bullseye and Duncan as
The Kingpin.
Director Mark Steven Johnson
carries the adaptation of Marvel
Comics' "Daredevil" to the big
screen with the same tongue and
cheek humor he brought to the
“Grumpy Old Men” series.
Colin Parrel nearly steals the
film with an over the top dose of
black humor as a badass assassin.
At one point the Irish super villain
gripes for revenge against the first
person to make him miss, but
before heading out to find the
daredevil screams "first I want a
bloody costume"
Jon Favreau, best known for his
lead role in “Swingers,” was a
constant source of comic relief as
Murdock's lawyer partner, who's
lighthearted ranting was a wel
come addition an otherwise dark
film
The
interaction
between
Affleck and Garner offers the best
and worst of "Daredevil." Their

REVIEW
► Title:

"Daredevil"
► Director:

Mark Steven Johnson
► Rating: (out of 5 stars)

initial play fight in a schoolyard
after they meet is fast paced and
interesting, considering they actu
ally exchange witty dialogue
while smacking each other around.
But their paltry attempt at a
love scene is almost laughable,
playing out like another sad stab at
PC-13 soft porn. Their lack of
action in the bedroom was proba
bly more appropriate for the grade
school onlookers in the park than
their throw down.
Duncan, best known for his
roles in "The Green Mile" and
"The Whole Nine Yards," uses his
towering mass and intimidating
personality to full effect as the
crime boss of Hell's Kitchen.
While comic book purists may

whine over the traditionally white
persona being taken by an African
American, it's clear Duncan's
overwhelming presence made him
an easy choice for the role. It
almost goes entirely to waste how
ever, thanks to a minimal amount
of screen time and mediocre writ
ing. One hopes for more in the
inevitable sequel.
While the movie lacked any big
budget explosions or ground
breaking special effects, it did
offer a few treats.
The sonar-like quality of
Daredevil's "sight" was a first.
Bullseye's ability to turn nearly
anything into a projectile weapon
was also devilishly enjoyable.
Daredevil lies in the middle of
the pack when it comes to the
comic book to movie genre.
While it lacks the strong story
line of Spiderman or the special
effects of X-Men, its gritty realism
still outshines cartoonish garbage
like Batman and Robin.
"Daredevil" is a good movie to
watch if you aren’t in much of a
thinking mood. Similar to last
year's “Resident Evil,” this is a
film best enjoyed during a night
out with the guys, and is definitely
not the perfect date movie it's
Valentines Day release date would
lead you to believe.

www.suffolkjournal. ne

he Theatre
Department
conpratutates

Rnbu DesJardins 'OJ
National Finalist in the Irene Ryan
Scholarship Acting Competition
<Sl

partner

Atex Pottack 'OG

SYMDENT
MEDIA
lOHS:
FaD 2003- Spring 2004
EDITOR-SUFFOLK JOURNAL
EDITOR-VENTURE (LITERARY MAGAZINE)
EDITOR-BEACON YEARBOOK
GENERAL MANAGER-SUFFOLK RADIO
GENERAL MANAGER-WSUB TV

The competition is sponsored by the American College Theatre
Festival and will be held at the Kennedy Center in Washington D, C.
Also, congratulations to

Nael Nacer '04
Regional Semi-Finalist
&. partner

Ken Fonzi '00
and Irene Ryan candidates

Melissa Barker, linilseg DarliBg, karer! Piire, 8 EBei Ta dill
and the Othello cast and crew
Regional Finalist in the production competition

Applications available at the
Hub and Donahue Lobby
Applications
due in
Student
Activities by
FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY
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Undergrads unwelcome
Law from page 1
act as a united community rather than
separate kingdoms that don’t trast each
other.”
In addition, Cole points out,
“Undergrads’ tuition dollars help pro
vide services which make it possible
for the law school to function.”
Assistant Treasurer Michael Dwyer
said undergraduate tuition dollars do
not fund any law school facilities.
“Suffolk benefits from having an
open campus and as long as law stu
dents are able to study quietly and are
able to get through the meal lines with
out undue delay, I think the school
should be open to all Suffolk students,”
Cole said.
Cole suggests increasing the law

school cafeteria staff during peak
hours.
He also recommended opening
undergraduate dining facilities’ to late
hours, “which are when law school stu
dents have the most complaints” about
long lines.
“Everyone will never be happy,”
Stuart said. “But having an efficient law
school cafe would not only make law
students happier, it would also allow
undergrads to eat there and be more
profitable.”
Beverly Coles-Roby, dean of stu
dents at the law school, said the admin
istration has been looking into these
types of solutions.
“I am hopeful that we can come to
some solution which suits everybody,”
she said.
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WE GAINED WEIGHT
Seen our Scholarship Channel lately?
We've added over 250,000 brand new scholarships
and revamped our entire site to give you
more accurate search results!

Steppers unite to dance
Step from page 1
entirely student-mn makes participa
tion and involvement all the more
enjoyable. “Practices are a really good
time,” Fumari said. “Everyone is wel
come to join.”
A few students that performed at
Fall Fest 2001 formed the group last
year. The step team originated with four
dedicated members and grew into a
full-scale group. Try-outs for the Step
Team were held the second week in
September in an attempt to recrait more

members for the squad. The effort
proved to be prosperous: more than 20
Suffolk students perform in the team.
Now that the step team has been
embraced by the Suffolk community,
they are looking to become an official
club that is recognized by the Club
Allocations Board and the Student
Government Association.
The Suffolk Step Dancers can next
be seen performing at the “Hip Hop
Comedy Night” on Friday, February 28
at 7:00 p.m. in the C. Walsh Theater.

Check out Suffolk Journal's
Scholarship Channel at:
www.suffolkjournal.net/schoiarships

powered by:

GET INVOLVED.
JOIN STUDENT GOVERNMENT.
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"You must have punched in the
wrong four-digit number."
Even iS you punch in the wrong four-di|^t number, ^rect deposit is still the
fastest, safest and easiest way to get paid.
Student workers interested in learning more about direct deposit should contact
Financial Aid at 6l7>573-8470 or Payroll at 617-305-1950.

University Dateline
For more information for getting your event listed in Dateline
contact the Student Activities Office at (617) 573-8082.
Wednesday, Feb. 12
Commuter Connections Coffee Break
Donahue Lobby, 9 - 11 a.m.
Sponsored by the Financial Aid Office
Orientation Leader Information Table
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Donahue Lobby

Buddhist Meditation, 1 p.m.
Donahue, Room 540

Men's Basketball vs. Emmanuel
Home, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 16
Men's Hockey vs. Neumann College
Home, 2 p.m.

Yoga, 1:15 p.m.
Ridgeway, Regan Gym
$5 per class

Monday, Feb. 17

Common Grounds Coffee House
& Lip Synch Contest, 7 p.m.
Donahue Lounge, 4th Floor
Sponsored by: The Student Performing Arts

Movie Night "Lean On Me", 4 p.m.
Donahue, 4th Floor
Sponsored by the Black Student Union

SOULS Supper Club, 5 p.m.
The Paulist Center

SOULS Supper Club, 5 p.m.
St. John's

Orientation Leader Information
Session, 1 p.m.
Donahue, Room 535

The Ramifications: Love & Chocolate
Donahue Lobby, 7 p.m.

Christian Bible Study, 1 p.m.
Donahue, Room 540

Friday, Feb. 14

Yoga, 1:15 p.m.
Law School, 7th Floor Lounge
$5 per class

Thursday, Feb. 13
Clothesline Project: Make a T-Shirt Archer,
RoomllO, 1pm
Sponsored by SOULS and
The Women's Program Initiative
Student Athlete/Leader Reception, 1 p.m.
Donahue Room 403
RSVP Required
CAS Seminar Series, 1 p.m.
"Maine's Critical Areas Program:
A Look Back 20 Years Later"

It

Donahue, McDermott Conference Room

Deadline
for
CAS ,
Performance Evalutions

Undergraduate

Saturday, Feb. 15
Men's Hockey vs. Lebanon Valley
Home, 3 p.m.
Women's Basketball vs. Emmanuel
Home, 4 p.m.

President's Day-University is closed.

Tuesday, Feb. 18

Student
Government
Association
Nomination Papers Due in the Student
Activities Office, Donahue 5th FI.
MONDAY EVENING CLASSES MEET TO
MAKE UP FOR THE PRESIDENT'S DAY
HOLIDAY.
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'OK, today we test your reflexes.
Even iS your reflexes aren't great, you still have time to apply for financial aid.
Undergraduate Deadline Is March 3, Z003
Graduate Deadline is April 1, Z003
WELCOME TD:

Suffolk University's

SECOND LANGUAGE SERVICES
WHERE WE DEFER THE FOLLOWING FREE SERVICES:

American Marketing Association
j -individual tuturing
- Intensive English
Classes
-Cnnversatien
Workshop

Marketing Club
presents

Exploring
Careers in Marketing

-TOEFL Workship
■Pronunciation
Workshop
-ENG 101 Labs
-Advising
-i. - Graduate Writing
^
B Presentation

"

Feb. 13th
1:00-2:30
Sawyer 427

Two guest speakers will present how
they secured jobs in one of the
hottest marketing-related fields

Don't Miss Out!
Please sign up at the

SLS
(SECond Language Services)

JffiCG

2D Ashburton Place
Boston, MA D2ID8
Phone: (GI7) 573 - 8G77
Monday - Friday S a.m. - 9 p.m.
Linda Foley -Vinay,
Director
e-mail: lvinay@suffolk.edu
Melba Leyva - Hernandez,
Program Assistant
e-mail: mhernand ^'suffolk.edu

Come learn about our
'Design Our Logo' contest
Great prizes to the winners!
All majors, grads & undergrads welcome!

Refreshments will be served
Check us out at www.suffolkmkt.org

